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CONNECTIONS
2021 CALENDAR
UPCOMING MONTHLY
ZOOM PROGRAMS:

APRIL:
Shayna Howell
CoChair, League of Women
Voters
Topic: Redistricting in Coastal
South Carolina
MAY:
Carolyn Grant
Communications Director,
Town of Hilton Head Island
Co-Author, “Gullah Days:
Hilton Head Islanders Before
the Bridge, 1861—1956”
Topic: Gullah History

Notes from the Chair
Welcome to Spring! Hope all our members are staying safe. We
also hope many of you have been able to get vaccinated. The
news is promising, although we cannot let our guard down.
With that being said, we would like to update you on what the
Steering Committee has been working on.
We have a goal. To that end we have met with The Country Club
of Hilton Head to discuss the possibility of a real, in-person
luncheon in the fall, and what that would look like.
Remember, this is only a goal, and circumstances over the next
many months will dictate whether we can safely do this.
September is still six months away.
We are aiming for September 17, with the luncheon being
limited to 50 people. We would have social distancing and
tables of four and six, which would be assigned seating. It would
be a plated lunch at the same cost as our previous buffets. We
are working on a way to provide contactless registration.
Masking would be required, except while eating.
Although we do not have a speaker confirmed for September,
our thought would be to have the speaker present in person. We
would provide Zoom to those who choose not to attend. The
other possibility would be to have the entire meeting on Zoom
with a large screen for those attending, and the option for all
members to watch on Zoom and participate.
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As always, we welcome your feedback and thoughts on this.
Click here to access a simple, three-question survey. Remember,
we are just a click away: https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/.
ZOOM WITH US!

Randie Wolfe & Minerva Castro-Hernandez

Throughout the pandemic, LLL is
holding regular Zoom meetings on
topics of interest. We look forward to
the day when we can return to our

Programs
What’s Coming on Zoom

tradition of monthly luncheon
meetings. But until then, please join
us on Zoom.
Watch your email for announcements
of upcoming events. This email will
offer you the option of registering.
You must register in advance for our
Zoom meetings. Once you do that,
you’ll receive an email that contains
information enabling you to log into
Zoom and join the meeting.
Upcoming Zoom meetings are also
announced on the Liberal Ladies
website, both on the home page and
the Calendar section.

April 9
“Redistricting in South Carolina: Close-Up on the Coast”
Redistricting is vitally important to preserving voters’ rights. To
learn more about this topic and how redistricting affects us,
we’ve invited Shayna Howell, co-chair of the League of Women
Voters (LWV) of South Carolina's Redistricting Workgroup,
to make a Zoom presentation to our group on April 9. The
workgroup is charged with coordinating efforts across South
Carolina's local leagues to make sure voters in our state get the
fair maps they deserve in 2021. Watch your emails for an
invitation to this
presentation.
Lauri Mitchell & Florry Gibbes

__________________________________
STAY IN THE LOOP
Membership/Registration
At this time we have 480 paid members. Please continue to
check your emails for renewal updates. You do not want to miss
a single exciting event we have planned for this year due to a
lapse in your membership.
Approximately 100 members registered for our February 12
Zoom meeting.
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More than 80 members registered for our March 12 meeting.
Wishing you a happy and healthy Spring!
Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron

Communications/Website
How to Place an Announcement on the LLL Website
The Member to Member page on the Liberal Ladies website is a
place where you can post announcements about not-for-profit
activities and events that might be of interest to our members.
To add an announcement:
1. After you log in, go to the Membership tab on the home
page and click on Member to
Member.
2. On the new page that opens, go to
“To submit a post, please click here.”
This link will take you to a new page
containing a form you can complete
with the information regarding your
event.
3. After you have filled in your
information, click “Send” at the
bottom of the form.
4. Once your message has been approved, it will appear on the
Member to Member page of the website.

Need to Cancel Your LLL Event Reservation?
Here’s How
Occasionally you register for a LLL Zoom event, and then find
that you are unable to attend. When this happens, we would
appreciate your cancelling the reservation so that an invitation
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may be extended to another member. Here are easy
instructions for cancelling Zoom/free meetings.
Did you know South Carolina
has still not passed ERA?
Did you know Congresswoman.
Nancy Mace (our District 1)
does not support it?
Let her know how you feel about
that!
Beaufort: (843) 521-2530
Washington, DC: (202) 225-3176

To cancel a reservation:
1. After you log in, go to the Events and
Programs tab on the homepage.and
click on Calendar.
2. Find the event you need to cancel on the calendar, and click
on it. This will take you to the page
announcing the event details.
3. On the left side of the page, you will see
registration information.
4. Click on “Already Registered.”
5. This takes you to a new page where you
can click on: “Cancel Registration.”
That’s it! Your registration is cancelled!

Here is a resource for contacting
South Carolina representatives.
Calls have the edge over emails, but

Here is a link to a video of how to log in to the member profile
on the LLL website. https://youtu.be/zv8_cYSbSRA
Maureen Korzik & Barbara Ulrich

either way, it’s important to make
your views known.
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/

Special Interest Groups
BOOK GROUP
The Liberal Ladies Book Club continues to grow. In order to
accommodate all our members, two evening meetings are
scheduled each month. The same book will be discussed at both
meetings. Meetings are held at 7 pm, via Zoom, on the last
Wednesday of the month and the Thursday following it.
To attend a meeting, you must register on the LLL website.
Registration for each month’s meeting opens the first day of
that month and is limited to 12 participants. Since space is
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limited, please remember to cancel your reservation if you are
unable to attend. This will allow another member to fill your
spot. If registration is closed, you can place yourself on the
waiting list. Also, please do not register more than once for a
meeting. If you’ve forgotten whether or not you’ve registered,
you can go to your profile page on the website and see all events
for which you are registered.
The book that will be discussed at a
meeting is posted to the calendar for
that month. Click on the date of the
book club meeting to see the title of
the book that will be discussed at that
meeting. Click on the book club icon
and scroll down to the bottom to see a
list of books that the club has discussed at prior meetings, along
with a brief description of the books.
At our March meeting we will discuss the book “Gullah Days:
Hilton Head Islanders Before the Bridge; 1861-1956,” by
Carolyn Grant, Emily Shaw, and Thomas Barnwell, Jr.
We are happy to welcome all LLL members to join our book club
discussions. If you have questions or would like more
information, contact me at nnienstedt@gmail.com.
Nancy Nienstedt

Member-to-Member
March is Women’s History Month
Here are 15 organizations that could use your help during
Women’s History Month and beyond: like Girls Who Code,
Dress for Success, and more.
Do good, feel good.
Barb Hammes
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Program Recaps
Special Events on ZOOM
Slowly we’re finding our way through the pandemic—but there is cause for optimism as we begin to see
the light at the end of the tunnel. While we are still unable to meet as a group,
Liberal Ladies continues to present informative meetings via Zoom. For those who
missed the last few sessions, here’s a recap.

Jennifer McEwen

On February 12, Jennifer McEwen, director of cultural affairs at Culture HHI,
spoke to our group about Covid’s impact on the arts in Hilton Head and the
surrounding community. She explained that the arts are an important economic
contributor on the island as well as throughout the state. The pandemic has taken a
tremendous toll on the arts in Hilton Head and Bluffton, as reflected in the loss of
revenue and jobs in this community.

But all was not lost, as arts organizations are showing great ingenuity in finding ways to make their
product available. Some 63% of arts organizations in our local community have brought their
performances online. As an example, she cited Bluffton School of Dance’s innovative approach to virtual
performances. The school even put on a recital in a parking lot.
McEwen also discussed the pandemic’s impact on the mental health of performers and artists. With
almost 1,000 full-time jobs lost, the arts community has been hard-hit. She encouraged those on the
Zoom call to support the arts in any way they can—by buying tickets, making donations, supporting
online fundraising auctions and galas, and encouraging others to do the same.

Looking Back to Look Ahead:
Analysis of 2020 Elections and Plans for 2022 Elections
On March 12, LLL welcomed Mayra Rivera-Vazquez, Beaufort County Democratic
Party chair since 2018, and 2020 DNC National Delegate for the Congressional
District 1 and Elector for the Congressional District 1 for Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris at the South Carolina Electoral College. She is a community activist and
volunteer in several organizations throughout the Lowcountry and the state. As a
member of the Board of Advisors of Secure the Ballot, she is involved with
registering new voters in the South in black, brown, young and rural communities.
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2021 Steering Committee
Co-Chairs:

Minerva Castro-Hernandez &
Randie Wolfe
liberalladieschair@gmail.com

Communications/Website:

Maureen Korzik & Barbara Ulrich
liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com

Membership/Reservations:

Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com

Newsletter:

Mary Ann Littell &
Ann Durrin
liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com

Programs:

Lauri Mitchell &
Florry Gibbes
liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com

Small Discussion Groups:

Susan Sigalow
liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

Special Events:

Judy Pizzuti & Linda Moniuszko
liberalladiespecialevents@gmail.com
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Rivera-Vazquez has been active with the Beaufort County
Democratic Party since 2015, volunteering with elections,
heading fundraising efforts and motivating people to vote and
run for office. In the Zoom call she outlined ongoing efforts to
engage voters to elect more Democrats in South Carolina.
The Democratic Party had mobilized for the election on all
fronts with grassroots volunteers, speakers, and other events,
before these efforts were shut down due to the pandemic. Like
everyone else, they pivoted to Zoom and other ways of
connecting online. They are proud of the success throughout
the ticket, in spite of some disappointing local losses
(Cunningham and Harrison, for example). Overall, the party
made major inroads regarding diversity in both race and gender.
She stressed that change starts on a local level: for example,
with school board and council positions. She encouraged those
of us who will never run for office to be involved by attending
meetings to monitor those who shape our community. She
urged those of us who live in gated communities to host small
gatherings to share candidate or issue information. Planning for
midterm 2022 is already underway. Rivera-Vazquez believes
that we need a woman Democrat to run against Nancy Mace if
we hope to win that seat back.
Mary Ann Littell & Ann Durrin

Treasurer:

Suzi Huisman
liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com
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