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CONNECTIONS
2021 CALENDAR

Notes from the Chair

UPCOMING MONTHLY
ZOOM PROGRAMS:

On behalf of the Steering Committee, I would like to wish you all
a Happy New Year!

FEBRUARY:
Jennifer McEwen,
Director of Cultural Affairs,
Hilton Head Island
Impact of Covid 19 on the arts
sector and what that means for
our local community.

As we begin a new year, we reflect on 2020 as a year of incredible
challenges for us personally and as a nation. It is my hope that
with the new Biden administration, along with the new leadership
in the Senate, we will be able to heal physically and emotionally,
individually and as a community.

MARCH:
Mayra Rivera-Vazquez,
Chair, Beaufort County
Democratic Party
APRIL:
Jackie McRae, PhRMA
Topic: health equity
MAY:
Carolyn Grant
Topic: Gullah history

I want to take this opportunity to express our appreciation to our
departing Steering Committee members for their contributions
and commitment to our organization. Please join me in extending
our gratitude and praise to Lynn Cordy, Myla Lerner and Donna
Morris for their leadership and talents.
As a committee, we begin this new year with a slight redesign to
our committee structure. We have added a co-chair position.
Randie Wolfe will be serving with me as co-chair. Maureen
Korzik has joined our communications team and Lauri Mitchell
and Florry Gibbes will serve as program coordinators. Ann
Durrin joins the newsletter team, and she has implemented a
bright new design for CONNECTIONS, starting with this issue.
While COVID has impacted our ability to gather in person, it has
not impacted our excellent speaker program. We will continue to
use the Zoom platform until we can safely meet in person. Our
Zoom meetings are scheduled for the second Friday of the
month.
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As we move forward to a new year, we would appreciate your
taking the time to share your thoughts and suggestions. If you are
having issues accessing Zoom, navigating the website or updating
your profiles, please contact us. Remember, we are just a click
away: https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/page-18108.
Minerva Castro-Hernandez

February
What’s Coming on Zoom
Jennifer McEwen, director of cultural affairs at Culture HHI, is
our featured speaker for a Zoom meeting that will be held on
February 12. She will discuss the impact of COVID 19 on the
arts sector and what that means for our local community. Jennifer
has had a long and successful career in marketing and promoting
the arts in Atlanta and New Orleans. She was named to Georgia
ZOOM WITH US!
Throughout the pandemic, LLL is
holding regular Zoom meetings on
topics of interest. We look forward to
the day when we can return to our
tradition of monthly luncheon
meetings. But until then, please join
us on Zoom.
Watch your email for announcements
of upcoming events. This email will
offer you the option of registering.
You must register in advance for our
Zoom meetings. Once you do that,
you’ll receive an email that contains
information enabling you to log into
Zoom and join the meeting.
Upcoming Zoom meetings are also
announced on the Liberal Ladies
website, both on the home page and
the Calendar section.

Liberal Ladies of the Lowcountry

Trend Magazine’s 2016 40 Under 40 list and was recognized in
2013 by the Georgia Center for Nonprofits’ Nonprofit Impact
Awards. The mission of Culture HHI is to promote and support
Hilton Head Island as a vibrant and diverse island that is
celebrated locally, regionally, and nationally for the ways in which
arts and culture enrich and enhance the community.
Lauri Mitchell & Florry Gibbes

__________________________________
STAY IN THE LOOP
Membership/Registration
Happy New Year to all of you Liberal Ladies!
A quick update on membership at this time: we have 473 paid
members. A number of memberships are due to expire in January,
so please watch your email (and your spam folder) for our renewal
reminders. If you have questions about the status of your
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membership, please contact me at:
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com
Please share our website with any women you know who are not
yet members: liberalladieslowcountry.org
It is never too late to join and we have many exciting Zoom
presentations coming up.
Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron

Communications/Website
Please join us on our Facebook page for Liberal Ladies of the
Lowcountry! It is a place where you can share ideas, photos, and
links to informative sites. It is a private page and only members of
Liberal Ladies are allowed to participate. Just click on
the Request to Join button and the administrator will
grant approval.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/liberalladiesofthelowcountr
Maureen Korzik & Barbara Ulrich

Special Events
CALL FOR IDEAS
Hey, members. We have enjoyed our two Zoom “meet and
greets” with new members this past November and this month.
Members met other new members and Steering Committee
members and made some needed connections.
In pre-COVID times, we’ve sponsored an educational boat
excursion on the May River, viewed a documentary on women’s
rights, held in person “meet and greets” at local restaurants, and
planned a small dinner meeting with a speaker for members who
may not be able to attend monthly luncheons. With COVID, we
still managed to have local candidates discuss their platforms
prior to the November election via Zoom.
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We invite you to suggest other opportunities you would like to
see us sponsor this coming year. Even if you are a newer member,
we want to hear from you. Please email us your thoughts,
suggestions, or other ideas. We realize that COVID restrictions
will be in place for several months yet. However, with your input,
we can be ready to offer activities when we may interact in person.
Thank you for your continued support, ladies!
Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti

liberalladiesevents@gmail.com

Special Interest Groups
BOOK GROUP
The Liberal Ladies Book Club is happy to welcome in a new year.
2020 was filled with many challenges and much uncertainty. But
I’m optimistic that 2021 will be a much better year.
We are very happy that our book club continues to grow. In order
to accommodate all members, we have started meeting two
evenings a month. The same book will be discussed at both
meetings. Those two dates are the last Wednesday of the month
and the Thursday following it. We meet via Zoom at 7 pm. You
must register on the LLL website if you’d like to attend a
meeting. Registration is limited to 12 participants. Registration
for a meeting opens the first day of the month of that meeting. To
see what book we will be discussing for a particular month, go to
the calendar for that month and click on the date of the book club
meeting. You will then be able to see the title of the book that we
will be discussing.
We will be starting off the new year discussing “Separated: Inside
an American Tragedy” by Jacob Soboroff. We are happy to
welcome all LLL members to join in the discussions.
If you have questions or would like further information, contact
me at nnienstedt@gmail.com.
Nancy Nienstedt
Liberal Ladies of the Lowcountry
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Member-to-Member
Campaign to Include Age 65 and Over in Next Vaccine Phase
We have been communicating with Senator Tom Davis and the Dr. Jane Kelly of the Vaccine Advisory
Committee asking that they include age 65 and above in the next phase (1b) of the COVID-19
vaccination roll out. Currently, only essential workers will be in that category, pushing the older, more
vulnerable group to a much later vaccination. Our concern is that the highest hospitalization and mortality
rate rests with the elderly. Our pressing concern is
the high contagion rate of the new variant, which
will put this age group at higher risk. Additionally,
our hospitals will be overwhelmed and won’t have
the beds or staffing to meet the needs of these
patients.
Our latest response from the director of the
Vaccine Advisory Committee suggests they will
continue to review input from the community in the weeks to come.
LLL members willing to email their support for including the over 65 group can send emails to VAX and
Senator Davis at the email addresses below.
ACC-VAC@dhec.sc.gov (for the advisory group which recommends changes)
tom@senatortomdavis.com (who has been advocating for these changes)
Our latest letter to Dr. Jane Kelly and Senator Tom Davis is below. Please feel free to use this message
below or adapt it as you wish.
Thank you for anything you can do to help with this effort!
Mary Faas
Dr. Kelly/Vaccine Advisory Committee:
We appreciated your response to our input regarding the rationale for decision making re/ Phase
1b. We have read your Jan.15th DHEC recommendations for that phase. We respectfully continue
to disagree with your reasoning.
Your primary goal, as stated, for 1b is preventing deaths and the best distribution of a limited
vaccine. While essential workers may well be at a substantially higher risk of exposure to COVID,
based on occupation, they are not at a substantially higher risk of hospitalization and death. We
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believe that it is more important to place age groups of 65 and above in a higher tier, because
they are the group that will most likely suffer severe consequences with hospitalization and death.
With the newer variants expected to markedly, and detrimentally, affect the U.S. in March, we need
to pay special attention to protecting the MOST vulnerable populations who would overwhelm our
hospitals. Again, that is by virtue of age, not occupation. Furthermore, the impact on our hospital
beds in our community cannot be overstated; patients with heart attacks, car accidents, cancer
and other illnesses will be disproportionately affected with inadequate capacity to address their
needs. We are all familiar with the horri c scenes in the California hospitals.
We understand that people living and working in congregate settings (prisons, shelters, group
homes) will likely have greater exposure, but we encourage you to review the data on mortality
rates in those populations vs. mortality rates among our elderly.
One other issue worthy of note…supply and administration in SC. We continue to have a very low
administration rate of vaccine. There are obviously many infrastructure problems and likely staf ng
issues. We need some innovative thinking on how to best get these shots in arms. Why are we not
recruiting retired health care professionals as they are doing in FL and GA? Why are we not using
Senior Centers, schools, churches, stadiums to increase access?
The current system with a call number and links to appointments have not been working well
enough for many of the elderly in our community, who have not been able to schedule
appointments.
We really need to adapt our thinking as to who gets the vaccine next, and how.
Thank you for this consideration.

Calling All Lasagna Mamas!
Feed families, spread kindness, strengthen communities.
If you enjoy cooking and have been looking for a way to help others
who are struggling as a result of the pandemic, join the growing group
of Lasagna Mamas.
Lasagna Love is a national movement with thousands of people cooking and delivering meals to families in
their communities. Their mission is not only to help address the tremendous rise in food insecurity among
families, but also to provide a simple act of love and kindness during a time full of insecurity and stress.
This organization is a wonderful resource for people in need. If you are active in your church or other
community organizations that have families in need, please help spread the word.
Visit lasagnalove.org to learn how to become a Lasagna Mama.
Randie Wolfe
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Program Recaps
Special Events on ZOOM
While there’s no substitute for in-person events, we’re still in the throes of social distancing and no
indoor gatherings. To fill the voice, Liberal Ladies has presented a series of timely, informative meetings
via Zoom. For those who missed these sessions, here’s a recap.

Casting an Expert Eye on the U.S. Election
On November 13 we hosted Chris Matthews, former host of MSNBC's Hardball and author of eight bestselling books. He provided a fascinating analysis of the 2020 election.
A month later we hosted a Zoom meeting featuring Larry Kramer, a former reporter and editor at The
Washington Post and president and publisher of USA Today. He discussed the changing relationship of
media and government.
Members had so many questions for Larry Kramer that he did not have
time to answer them all. Below are responses he provided after the
presentation.
Explaining why First Lady Hillary Clinton was treated so poorly by the
media, he suggested that she was a victim of press manipulation, noting
that the Justice Department commented on her “investigation” in its
earliest stages.
When asked how Donald Trump was able to raise money for his campaign
Larry Kramer
to reverse the outcome of the election, and then pocket it personally,
Kramer noted that the pledge’s small print states that the first $5,000
contributed goes mostly to his PAC, which is controlled by him. While there are restrictions on PACs, this
money can pay certain expenses that can be called campaign-related, ranging from private planes and
hotels to entertainment.
Asked if university communications schools will be participants in the future process of modifying the
rules for internet media, he said several schools are trying to help define new media platforms and create
“guard rails” to help regulate and protect them. This remains difficult because many consumers have
expressed a preference for opinion rather than objective reporting. Some schools and universities are
trying to teach media literacy as part of citizenship education. Harvard’s Kennedy School and Syracuse
University are among the universities studying the role of media in democracy.
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COVID-19 Response and Vaccine Update
A year ago, the word COVID did not even exist. But now, it is the word we
think about most often. It pops into our heads both day and night. We
worry about infection, our loved ones getting sick, the availability and
accuracy of testing, and now the ultimate question: When will we get the
vaccination?
On January 8 we had the privilege of hosting a Zoom call featuring
Dr. Brannon Traxler, interim director of public health for the South
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC).
She presented information on the state’s response to COVID-19, from
diagnosis and testing to vaccination.

Dr. Brannon Traxler

Dr. Traxler noted that while testing definitely got off to a slow start early in the pandemic, over the past
several months it’s become widely available in SC and elsewhere. According to Traxler, there have been
3.7 million test results for some 2,074,355 SC residents, approximately 40 percent of the population.
It’s a remarkable number.
She called the rollout of COVID vaccinations “a bright spot on the horizon.” She explained the phases of
vaccination and what part of the population each phase includes. There are currently 169 approved sites
for vaccination. Other providers will be activated in the coming weeks and months, including independent
physician’s offices, retail pharmacies, and DHEC itself.
Dr. Traxler is optimistic that the pace of vaccination will continue to increase as more vaccines are
manufactured and made available. “Pfizer or Moderna, there’s no difference in which you should get,”
she says. “Both are safe and effective.”
View Dr. Traxler’s PowerPoint presentation here:
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/resources/Documents/Traxler%20Presentation.pdf
Keep track of COVID-19 and vaccination availability on the following websites:
scdhec.gov/COVID19
scdhec.gov/vaxfacts
The Zoom presentations are available on video on our website, under Zoom presentations.
Mary Ann Littell
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2021 Steering Committee
Co-Chairs:

Minerva Castro-Hernandez &
Randie Wolfe
liberalladieschair@gmail.com

Communications/Website:

Maureen Korzik & Barbara Ulrich
liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com

Membership/Reservations:

Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com

Newsletter:

Mary Ann Littell &
Ann Durrin
liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com

Programs:

Lauri Mitchell &
Florry Gibbes
liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com

Small Discussion Groups:

Susan Sigalow
liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

Special Events:

Judy Pizzuti & Linda Moniuszko
liberalladiespecialevents@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Suzi Huisman
liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com

January 2021

Meet the new Liberal Ladies of the Lowcountry
Steering Committee Members
ANN DURRIN — Newsletter

Ann was born in northeast Ohio and grew up in Lakewood, just
outside of Cleveland. She is a Cooper School of Art graduate with
a long career in graphic design. She worked for small,
independent companies before joining Battelle, the Columbusbased global science and technology non-profit. Ann’s
experience includes project direction, with a multi-discipline
background in corporate identity, advertising, editorial design,
catalog layout, packaging and direct mail. She spent 13 years at
Battelle, retiring in 2013 as the communications manager of
Battelle’s Cleveland office.
She and her husband purchased their Bluffton home in 2011 and
made their final move to South Carolina in 2016. Ann is a proud
mother of three and besotted grandma of two. In her new life of
freedom, she has enjoyed becoming politically active,
volunteering at a food bank, teaching at The Literacy Center and
playing pickleball any day the weather is above 32 degrees.
FLORRY GIBBES — Programs

Florry grew up in Stamford, Connecticut. She went to Syracuse
University and then received a master’s degree in speech
pathology. After marrying her college sweetheart, she moved to
South Carolina. She has worked as a medical speech pathologist
for home health, hospitals, and rehab centers for 40 years. She
continues to see a few patients.
When she lived in Columbia, she and her spouse co-founded the
Council on Child Abuse and Neglect. She moved to Hilton Head
Island with her family in 1983, and has been active in the
community. She was in the Leadership of Hilton Head class,
president of Zonta, president of the Island School Council for the
Arts, and on the board of the Seahawk Theater Guild. She served
on the State Board of Examiners in Speech Pathology and as
secretary of the SC Speech and Hearing Association. She was on
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the Liberal Ladies Steering Committee, serving as co-chair of
the program committee. Most recently she served on the Town
Venue Committee for the Arts.
She was recently widowed and looking forward to spending more
time with the Liberal Ladies. Her hobbies, are tennis reading,
theater, and cinema. She has two daughters and a Shih Tzu
named Jilly.
MAUREEN KORZIK — Communications/Website

Maureen Korzik, a northern New Jersey native, holds a degree in
biology from Marquette University. She has worked for RhonePoulenc Rorer Pharmaceuticals in sales and marketing, Matthews
Free Health Clinic (executive director) and Second Helpings
(executive director) and is currently the executive director of the
World Affairs Council of Hilton Head, overseeing the day-to-day
operations of the organization.
Maureen moved to Charlotte, North Carolina in 1992, where she
and her husband Tom worked and raised their two sons. She and
her family frequently visited Hilton Head, purchasing a home in
2007 and moving here permanently in 2013. She loves golf and
participates in a book and bunco club.
LAURI MITCHELL — Programs

Lauri was born and raised in Washington, D.C. She received a BS
in psychology from Tufts University and an MBA from MIT’s
Sloan School of Management. After stints in Chicago and the New
York City area, she spent most of her career as a management
consultant in the Boston area.
Her professional focus began in general business strategy, and for
the last 20 years increasingly specialized in health care and
pharmaceuticals. She and a partner started their own firm in
2005. It was sold in 2013 and she has done freelance consulting
since then.
Lauri has been coming to Hilton Head since 2015, moving here
full-time in 2017. Since moving here she has worked with
Liberal Ladies of the Lowcountry

Page 10 of 11

Vol. 1

January 2021

Volunteers in Medicine in the areas of quality improvement and
pharmacy. She is particularly interested in helping VIM identify
and ensure patient access to free and low-cost medicines.
Lauri has two adult sons and two grandchildren and resides in
Leamington. In her free time, she enjoys biking, bridge and golf.
As a lifelong liberal Democrat, she was thrilled to find Liberal
Ladies upon relocating to Hilton Head, and is excited to take on
her new role.

An excerpt from Amanda Gorman’s inaugural poem

We joyfully welcome,
President Joe Biden and
Vice President Kamala Harris!

“

…But one thing is certain:

If we merge mercy with might,
and might with right,
then love becomes our legacy
and change our children’s birthright
So let us leave behind a country
better than the one we were left with
breath from my bronze-pounded chest,
we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one
We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west,
we will rise from the windswept northeast
where our forefathers rst realized revolution
We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states,
we will rise from the sunbaked south
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover
and every known nook of our nation and
every corner called our country,
our people diverse and beautiful will emerge,
battered and beautiful
When day comes we step out of the shade,
a ame and unafraid

No copyright infringement is intended
on any images contained herein.

The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,
if only we’re brave enough to see it
If only we’re brave enough to be it
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