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CONNECTIONS
2021 CALENDAR
UPCOMING MONTHLY
ZOOM PROGRAMS:

JUNE:
Tammy Hopper
Chief strategic initiatives
of cer
National Safe Place Network.
Topic: Human traf cking
impact
JULY & AUGUST:
Summer break; no scheduled
meetings or events

Notes from the Chair
It’s Official:
Monthly Luncheons Are Back in September!
We are excited to report that we will resume our monthly inperson luncheons on September 17 at the Country Club of
Hilton Head. Capacity will be limited to 60. Therefore, we
encourage you to register soon after registration opens.
Members are notified via email when registration opens. While
we maintain a limited capacity, members will also be able to view
presenters via Zoom. To cover the cost associated with setting
up remote Zoom sessions, there will be a small charge for Zoom
participants.

...With an Easy New Check-In Process
Beginning in September, we will be implementing a new checkin process requiring that attendees present the QR code
displayed in your registration confirmation email for
admittance.
You can print the email with your QR code or
download and install the Wild Apricot Membership
mobile application on your smartphone.
It only takes a few minutes to download the Wild Apricot for
Members app on your mobile device. With this app you can view
your profile, the membership directory, and upcoming events,
as well as register and pay for events. The app is free and
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available for both Android and Apple devices. Get started by
downloading the app from the Apple App Store or Google Play.
You log in using the same email address and password you use
to access our website.

Mark Your Calendars!

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS:
Organization of the Month!
Opportunities are available in

All monthly luncheons are held at the Country Club of Hilton
Head at 70 Skull Creek Drive, Hilton Head. Registration
opens three weeks before an event. Cancellations received
after registration closes will not be refunded. Guests will be
allowed based on availability. Capacity will be limited to 60
members for September and October.

November and December for an
LLL member to showcase a

Luncheon Date

Registration Opens Registration Closes

September 17

August 27

September 10

members.

October 15

September 24

October 8

Contact

November 12

October 22

November 5

December 10

November 19

December 3

community organization they
believe will be of interest to other

liberalladieschair@gmail.com
if you would like to propose a
worthy organization.

Summer Hiatus
Summer is the time to travel and enjoy family visits and
gatherings. There are no events or meetings scheduled during
July and August. Enjoy your summer!
Randie Wolfe & Minerva Castro-Hernandez

Membership/Registration Update
At this time we have 429 paid members. Please continue to
check your emails for renewal updates. You do not want to miss
a single exciting event we have planned for this year due to a
lapse in your membership.
ZOOM WITH US! Throughout the pandemic, LLL is holding
regular Zoom meetings on topics of interest. We look forward
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website. You must be a member or

to returning to our tradition of monthly luncheon meetings this
fall. But until then, please join us on Zoom. Watch your email
for announcements of upcoming events. This email will offer
you the option of registering. You must register in advance for
our Zoom meetings. Once you do that, you’ll receive an email
that contains information enabling you to log into Zoom and
join the meeting. Upcoming Zoom meetings are also
announced on the Liberal Ladies website, both on the home
page and the Calendar section. Wishing you a happy and
healthy spring and summer!

a volunteer for the organization for

Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron

Spread Your News Through
MEMBER-to-MEMBER
All members may submit
announcements and action alerts
for posting on our Member-ToMember page on the Liberal Ladies

which the information is being
shared. You will be listed as the
contact person for said event or
activity.
Submit your posting to
liberalladieschair@gmail.com.

Programs
Upcoming Programs:
We look forward to welcoming Tammy Hopper, chief strategic
initiatives officer for the National Safe Place Network, on June
11. This promises to be a very
informative program on human
trafficking. Tammy will explain
how commercial sexual
exploitation of children (CSEC) and human trafficking impact
the lives of youth in communities and even in our homes, and
will provide us with information regarding the ways
perpetrators target youth on social media and the internet.
She’ll discuss behavior of potential concern and ways
individuals and communities can contribute to youth safety.
Tammy has served as chair of the National Council on Youth
Policy and as director of Public Policy for the National Network
for Youth. As a member of the National Safe Place Advisory
Board, she has conducted trainings in 42 states on human
trafficking, CSEC, trauma-informed care, understanding
evidence-based practices, developmental outcomes, and
positive youth development. She is an advocate and
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Did you know South Carolina
has issued more than 582,000
concealed weapons permits?

enthusiastic believer in youth development and is committed to
working with individuals and organizations that embrace the
power and promise that comes from partnering with youth.
We look forward to seeing many of you in September, when we
resume our in-person programs! The fall will include an exciting
lineup of speakers on a variety of topics that should be of great
interest to us.
Lauri Mitchell & Florry Gibbes

Program Recap
Gov. Henry McMaster will soon sign
legislation that will allow South

For those who missed the last Zoom presentation on May 14,
here’s a recap.

Carolinians with concealed weapons
permits to carry their guns openly in
public.
But even with the governor’s
signature, the legislation will not
take effect right away.
In the bill, lawmakers included a
provision that gives law
enforcement and the public three
months — or 90 days — to prepare
for the new gun regulation that will
put the state in line with at least 45
other states that have some type of
open carry law on the books.*
Here is a resource for contacting
South Carolina representatives.
Calls have the edge over emails, but
either way, it’s important to make
your views known.
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/

*Source: https://www.thestate.com/
news/politics-government/
article251331928.html
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A Look at Gullah Histor

The Gullah culture, borne of isolation and slavery, thrived on the
U.S. east coast sea islands from pre-Civil War times until today,
nowhere more prominently than on Hilton Head Island. Here,
descendants of the first generations of Gullah people continue to
preserve Gullah language, customs, arts, and cuisine.
Emory S. Campbell, Thomas C. Barnwell Jr., and Carolyn Grant,
authors of Gullah Days: Hilton Head Islanders Before the Bridge
are among them. They have chronicled the fascinating history of
the Gullah community from the Civil War through the 1950s,
when real estate development connected Hilton Head to the
mainland with a bridge.
Twenty years ago, the authors began the work of documenting
Gullah history through interviews with native islanders. They
gathered many oral histories, the collective memories of native
islanders, then teamed up to write this book. Emory and Carolyn
joined us on Zoom to provide an overview of Hilton Head’s
Gullah history.
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Gullah history on Hilton Head dates back to the slavery of the late 1600s. By the mid-1860s there
were 24 working plantations across Hilton Head. Slaves picked cotton on these plantations, living a
hard life.
Emory, a fifth-generation native islander, described
the “big gun shoot” of the 1860s–how 50 union
ships sailed into Port Royal Sound to take over the
island of Hilton Head. The island became a
headquarters for the Union Army. The slaves were
seized and called a contraband of war. Union Army
General David Hunter issued an order emancipating
the slaves, then organized them into a regiment. He
was promptly fired by his commander-in-chief,
President Abraham Lincoln.

Emory S. Campbell, Thomas C. Barnwell Jr.,

At the end of the Civil War, many slaves sailed to
and Carolyn Grant
Washington, D.C., in boats to hear the Emancipation
Proclamation. They feared that if they didn’t hear the proclamation read first-hand, they would not be
emancipated.
Post-war, the freed slaves used their pensions to purchase land, mostly acreage from plantations that
had been abandoned during the war. Carolyn, a fourth-generation native islander, described how many
former slaves became prosperous landowners and farmers.
Other important events discussed by the authors include the establishment of Mitchelville as a haven
for escaped and freed slaves; the arrival of electricity on the island; and construction of the bridge
connecting Hilton Head to the mainland.
The full history of the Gullahs in Hilton Head is too extensive to include
here. Learn more by reading this fascinating book. The authors also
encouraged listeners to support legislative changes supporting Gullahs
and the preservation of their history.
Mary Ann Littell
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SPECIAL EVENTS UPDATES
We hope you enjoyed one of the two tours of the historic
Mitchelville Freedom Park and ecological tour of the May River
on Spartina Charters. The weather
was perfect for all tours and pictures
can be found on our Facebook page.
Consider taking your guests and family
members to visit these wonderful
sources of our history and science.
GAME, SET, MATCH
Harriette Greenberg and Megan
Sisson have of cially retired from
organizing Liberal Ladies tennis.
They will be happy to mentor
anyone who is interested in taking
it over.

We are excited to schedule our first
dinner meeting since COVID on
Tuesday, June 15, at 5:30 pm at Port
Royal Golf Club’s Robber’s Row Grille. We have invited Katie
Seeber, a doctoral candidate in the Anthropology Department
of Binghamton University and local archaeologist director at
Mitchelville, to speak on the ancient and colonial history of Port
Royal Sound’s Indigenous America. We hope to have future
dinner gatherings this year.
Lastly, we are planning a “Meet and Greet” for new members in
person this fall. Please watch our website and emails for
announcements of this event and others.
Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti

Special Interest Groups
Book Club
The Book Club is going strong. We have a great group of
women in the club and our discussions are always lively and
thought- provoking. We generally meet the last Wednesday of
the month from September to June, with the exception of
December. We welcome all members to join.
We have been meeting via Zoom since Covid hit. We are
considering holding an in-person meeting in June. Venue to be
determined. Please check the calendar for updates as to the
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2021 Steering Committee
Co-Chairs:

Minerva Castro-Hernandez &
Randie Wolfe
liberalladieschair@gmail.com

Communications/Website:

Maureen Korzik & Barbara Ulrich

March 2021

location. We will be discussing “The Island of Sea Women” by
Lisa See. If you’d like to join us, you will be able to register
online starting June 1.
We will be posting future meeting dates and books on the
website. Go to the calendar and click on the date of the meeting.
The book for that month’s discussion will be listed.

Newsletter:

There is also a Book Club discussion forum on the website where
you can post items of interest to the group. If you go on the website
and subscribe to the forum, you will get an email alert any time
someone posts to the forum. This is just another way that book club
members share information and stay connected.

Mary Ann Littell &
Ann Durrin

Questions? Contact Nancy Nienstedt at nnienstedt@gmail.com.

liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com

Membership/Reservations:

Diane Polevoy & Penny Cron
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com

liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com

Programs:

Lauri Mitchell &
Florry Gibbes
liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com

Small Discussion Groups:

Susan Sigalow
liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

Special Events:

Judy Pizzuti & Linda Moniuszko
liberalladiespecialevents@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Suzi Huisman
liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com

Member-to-Member
The World Affairs Council of Hilton Head is currently
conducting its 2021—22 membership campaign. Many Liberal
Ladies are members, but if you are new to the area or not
already a member, consider joining.
For just $125, the Council offers 14 Friday morning presentations
by world class leaders in their disciplines. John Bolton, (yes, that
John Bolton) opens in October with a presentation followed by an
impressive lineup of presenters. For the complete list, click here:
https://wachh.org/FridayMeetings21-22.
In addition to the Friday morning speaker series, there are
newsletters, and a small group discussion series offered in the
fall and winter with evening sessions available as well. I have
participated in all and found them very valuable.
All for $125! They intend to resume in-person meetings in
October at First Presbyterian Church and sessions will also be
live-streamed. As always, the speaker is recorded and the video
posted on their website if you miss the presentation.
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For membership information, click here. https://wachh.org/Join.
The website is worth exploring. Hope to see you there. Any
questions? Contact Lynn Cordy lcordy@me.com.
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