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2020 CALENDAR 

CANCELLATIONS 

March 16 Media Group 

March 25 Book Group 

March 31 Special Evening 
 Event 

April 10 Monthly Brunch 
 Meeting   

 

PENDING 
April 29 Book Group 

May 8 Monthly Luncheon 

May 27 Book Group 

 

 

Check our WEBSITE for updates, 

programs, and special interest group 

information. 

 
 

 

CONNECTIONS  

March 2020 

THE Virus 

Well, the predicted “disruption” has arrived. The March 13 luncheon 
and April 14 brunch were cancelled by the Steering Committee (SC). 
The decisions were not easy, but they were obviously the correct 
ones. Lisa Pianta, an LLL member who was to represent the March 
Organization of the Month, commented that right now, it is a chal-
lenge to find the balance between being prudent and paranoid. 
 

We hoped we were being prudent by working with the country club 
about making changes to the buffet service and providing hand sani-
tizer. We respected the fact that members would use good judgment 
about their own attendance. Then overnight, the situation seemed to 
spiral. When the speakers chose to cancel on Thursday morning, we 
could not in good conscience ask people to attend a program without 
a speaker when the need for “social distancing” is now so important. 
Hence the last-minute decision. 
 

Canceling the April brunch one month in advance avoids a late can-
cellation fee and is just better communications. 
 

Although the March 31 dinner meeting was to be plated and is a 
smaller group, it too was cancelled. The speakers and the dinner 
meeting will also be rescheduled.  
 

Participants for the March 31 dinner will receive a full refund. As the 
country club had purchased food for 170 guests and started lunch 
preparation, a cancellation fee was imposed. It is expected that a par-
tial refund will be credited to members’ credit cards.   
 

The book, media, and tennis groups and small discussion groups are 
handling their own cancellation policies. See page 6 for an update. 
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. The SC hopes you 
stay well and and that we all survive this major disruption with its un-
charted waters. 
 
 

Changes, Changes 

November 2020 will mark the tenth anniversary of Liberal Ladies of 
the Lowcountry. Originally, four like-minded women met for lunch and 
said, “Let’s do this again and bring a friend.”  Today, 170 “friends” 
gather for the monthly luncheons. Sustained membership is over 
500.  
 

The Steering Committee (SC) has responded to this growth by in-
creasing opportunities for members: small discussion or special inter-
est groups (e.g. book, media and tennis) and special events, includ-
ing occasional dinner meetings. Behind the scenes, some protocols 
have been formalized.                             (Continued on Page 2) 

 

Notes From the Chair 

 
2020 Meeting Dates 
 
  April 10 - CANCELLED 

 May 8 

 June 12 

 July - No Meeting 

 August - No Meeting 

 September 11 

 October 9 

 November 13 

 December 4 

https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/
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In February, an application was filed to secure 501c(7) 
federal tax-exempt status as a recreational club. With 
this designation, some discounts may be available to 
us and it streamlines the tax report that will be re-
quired. We regret this does not mean your dues are 
tax-deductible! 
 

The SC is currently securing quotes for Director and 
Officer (D and O) insurance. This insurance would 
cover legal fees if LLL were ever to be a party in a 
lawsuit. The SC believes both initiatives will offer pro-
tection for the volunteer leadership of this sizable or-
ganization. 
 

Dues Increase 

Due to costs associated with the activities mentioned 
above, anticipated technology fees and increased op-
erational expenses of the larger membership, the SC 
agreed to raise the annual dues to $25 beginning July 
1, 2020. Anyone joining or renewing after July 1 will 
pay the new amount. 
 

Lunch Policies 

Another area impacted by our increased membership 
is the lunch registration process.  During the winter 
months we have reached capacity well before the 
deadline and created waiting lists for three meetings. 
In response to this, the SC has reinstated our previous 
policy of delaying guest registration for three days to 
give members a chance to register. This will begin 
with the next luncheon, post the coronavirus. 
 

If you are closed out due to filled capacity or register-
ing after the deadline, please, please send an email to 
liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com and ask to be 
waitlisted. You will be accommodated as best we can 
as we receive cancellations. You will be notified if 
you are able to attend.  
 

When you are successfully registered you receive an 
email from LLL with a ticket. If you are in doubt about 
the status of your registration, send an email to liberal-
ladiesreservations@gmail.com to inquire and you will 
be informed.  
 

Please be prepared to show a ticket (yours or a ticket 
of a friend who kindly gave you hers when she could 
not attend) if there is some question at the time of 
check-in.  
 

The SC wants to honor those who register and have a 
ticket, and those who cooperate via the wait list oppor-
tunity. We cannot guarantee a seat to anyone who is  

 
not in one of those categories. You risk being turned 
away. Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated by 
the volunteer registrars.  
 

Get Out the Vote Initiative…Volunteers Welcome! 
There have been inquiries from  members about how 
to volunteer in the 2020 election cycle. While LLL itself 
is not an activist organization, many members are ac-
tive in other community groups, and we support the 
mutual goals of these organizations. Much of the fo-
cus is on the presidential election, but candidates for 
local and state offices need support as well.  
 

LLL is cooperating with Lowcountry Indivisible 
(LCI) and other liberal groups  to develop a data-
base of volunteers. If you sign up, you may indicate 
the tasks you prefer.  LCI will share this database with 
other active liberal groups. If a postcard campaign is 
underway and that is what you selected,  you will be 
contacted, perhaps by LCI or another group conduct-
ing the effort. It would be your choice to accept or de-
cline at the time. 
 

To volunteer, email gotv.lci@gmail.com and indicate 
which of the following you are willing to do. 

 Write postcards  
 Register new voters 

 Canvass by phone                          
 Canvass in-person (door-  to-door)       
 Host a postcard-writing party  
 Contact voters via social media 

 

Organization of the Month 

Members are reminded that they may suggest an or-
ganization to which they belong to be an Organization 
of the Month. The organization is provided display 
space and an opportunity to introduce the group to the 
LLL membership at the monthly  luncheons. Contact 
Lynn Cordy at liberalladieschair@gmail.com for inquir-
ies and/or to schedule.  
 

Small Group Sign Up Page  
A sign up form is now on the website where members 
may sign up for a small discussion group. SC member 
Susan Sigalow facilitates placing the interested mem-
bers in a group. The groups are member-driven and 
determine their own schedule and discussion topics. 
In February, two new groups were started and we an-
ticipate more in the near future. Click here to sign up.  
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/small-discussion-
groups/ 
 

Lynn Cordy 

 

REMINDER 
 
 

The Liberal Summit is a group in which most liberal organizations in the county are represented. It main-

tains an online calendar of all liberal events.  Check it often to be informed of political happenings leading 

up to the 2020 election. 

https://www.lowcountryliberals.com/oct-2019-calendar.html  

mailto:liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com
mailto:liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com
mailto:liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com
mailto:THE%20Virus
mailto:liberalladieschair@gmail.com
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/small-discussion-groups/
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/small-discussion-groups/
https://www.lowcountryliberals.com/oct-2019-calendar.html
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MEMBERSHI P  

Our current paid membership is at 519. Please contin-
ue to look for reminders from Liberal Ladies of the 
Lowcountry as to when your membership is about to 
expire. You will receive three emails reminding you to 
renew. If you have changed your email since first reg-
istering and have not changed it in your profile (on the 
website) you may not be getting these updates. 
Please periodically check your spam as our reminders 
may end up there for some. When your membership 
expires the system automatically changes your status 
to Basic. In Basic you can sign on to the website but 
you will be unable to register for any event until you 
renew your membership. 
 
Please stay well and vigilant. Hope we will see you in 
May. 

 Diane Polevoy                                                                     
 
 

 
WEB SITE/  

COM MUNICATION S  
Directions for making reservations  

  
1.     Log in to website - https:// liberalladieslow       

country.org 

2.     Select Activities/Calendar from Menu 

3.     The Upcoming Events screen will be dis-
played. Scroll down to the Monthly Lunch-
eon event.  

4.     Click on Buy Now button 

5.     Scroll down the screen to purchase tickets. 
a.     There is a small + sign next to dollar 
quantities for each type of ticket. Use + 
sign to denote the number of tickets you 
are requesting.   
Please note: Quantity and Total are dis-
played at the bottom of the screen. 

6.     Click on Get Tickets 

7.     The Monthly Luncheon Tickets screen will 
be displayed, allowing you to enter Dietary 
and/or Special Requests.  

a.     If you have none, select Check Out 
Now. The Check Out screen will be dis-
played. Review your billing info. If it’s 
correct, click on Continue to Payment. 
This will direct you to Paypal for payment 
processing. 
b.     If you have any dietary and/or spe-
cial requests, input your request.  Click 
on Save and View Cart. The Check Out 
screen will be displayed.  Review your 
billing info. If it’s correct click on Contin-
ue to Payment. This will direct you to 
PayPal for payment processing. 
 

  

 
 
c.     If you need to adjust the ticket quan-

tity on the Check Out Screen, click 
on Return to Cart below the label 
“Your Order.” 

 Change quantity to 1 and click on 
Update Cart. 

 Click on Proceed to Check Out. 
. 

Minerva Castro-Hernandez & Barbara Ulrich 

 

 

PROG RAMS  

CANCELLED 
        April 10 brunch meeting 

    Investing in Our Community 
 

MAY 8 
Just in time for beach season, our May speaker will 
be Glenn Ulrich, who will speak to us about "Sharks 
of the Lowcountry: Life History and Ongoing Re-
search," and will describe a new project in Port Royal 
Sound to tag and track the great white shark. 
 

Glenn received his M.S. in fisheries science from the 
University of Miami and has held positions in the Flor-
ida Keys. He was research manager at a commercial 
turtle farm in Grand Cayman Island until becoming 
head of the Finfish Management Section at the SC 
Department of Natural Resources Marine Laboratory 
in Charleston, SC. 
 
 

                                            Myla Lerner & Randie Wolfe 

https://liberalladieslowcountry.org
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org
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January 2020 Luncheon Recap 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Constitutional Law 
 

Noted attorney Charlie Sanders was the keynote 
speaker at our January luncheon meeting. A gradu-
ate of Trinity College and the University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School, he practiced financial law on Wall 
Street for more than 30 years. For the past decade 
he has been lecturing on Constitutional law and the 
Supreme Court. 
 

His talk was not so much about Ginsburg personally, 
but focused more on how she has been a litigator, 
supporter and advocate for gender equality and 
women’s rights throughout her career. Sanders de-
scribed many of her most important cases and the 
impact she has had on equal rights for all. 
 

Despite being first in her class at Columbia Law 
School, she had difficulty finding employment. “It’s 
fortunate for our country that she never found a job 
at a large law firm,” Sanders said. “Otherwise, she 
surely would have made partner. And then she would 
not have served in the U.S. Supreme Court.” 
 
 

She ended up at Rutgers Law School, where she 
launched a new course on women and the law. In 
1972 she co-founded the Women’s Rights Project at 
the American Civil Liberties Union, arguing several 
gender equality cases before the Supreme Court and 
winning most of them, including the Frontiero case, 
in which she successfully argued that women in the 
military were entitled to the same housing allowanc-
es as their male counterparts. 
 

After a stint in the U.S. Court of Appeals, she be-
came the second female justice of the Supreme 
Court. Nominating her in 1993, President Bill Clinton 
described her as “the Thurgood Marshall of women’s 
rights.” In this phase of her career she’s spoken out 
on equality and women’s rights. Today she is still 
going strong, despite several bouts of cancer.  
 

While many conservatives and others on the far right 
have vilified her, Ginsburg’s sense of humor remains 
intact. “There was a senator, I think it was after my 
pancreatic cancer, who announced with great glee 
that I was going to be dead within six months,” she 
said. “That senator, whose name I have forgotten, is 
now himself dead, and I am very much alive.” 
 

Mary Ann Littell 
 
 

February 2020 Luncheon Recap 

Focus on Immigration Reform 
 

"Give me your tired and your poor who can stand 
on their own two feet and who will not become a 
public charge." 

The original quote, 
engraved on the base 
of the Statue of Liber-
ty, is iconic. But that 
didn’t stop Ken Cucci-
nelli, acting head of 
U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, 
from changing it to 
reflect the current ad-
ministration’s strin-
gent new  
 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS  
 

The evening meet ing scheduled for  
M arch 31 has been cancel led.  
We hope to  resch edule   

     at  a  date  to  be determined.  
 

Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti 

Program planners Randie Wolfe and Myla Lerner 

with January’s speaker, Charles Sanders. 

Attorney Aimee Deverall 
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immigration policies expanding the ability to reject 
green cards, visa, and entry in the U.S.   
 

At the February 14 meeting, LLL members had the 
opportunity to learn about these and other changes.  
in U.S. immigration law and why reform is needed. 
The speaker, attorney Aimee Deverall of Deverall Im-
migration Law in Bluffton, specializes in family-based 
immigration, removal defense, asylum, citizenship 
and naturalization, and humanitarian-based relief. If 
her message was familiar to many LLL members, it’s 
because she previously spoke to the group four years 
ago.  
 

“Our immigration system isn’t broken,” Deverall said. 
“It just needs an upgrade.” She explained that the 
current system was last upgraded in the 1960s. Back 
then, immigration was based on a quota system that 
was detrimental to those who were not of European 
descent. Visas were capped and split evenly among 
countries, meaning that Switzerland and Mexico 
would have the same number of visas. 
 

Deverall noted that the current administration has 
made it much more difficult for immigrants to remain 
in the U.S. One new initiative ties an individual’s im-
migration status to “public charge,” which is defined 
as an individual who is likely to become dependent 
on the government for subsistence. Among the crite-
ria weighed for categorizing someone as a public 
charge are age, health, family status, assets, finan-
cial status, education, and skills. 
 

Deverall notes it has become much more difficult for 
an individual to obtain a green card under the current 
petition-based system. Barriers also exist for young 
people seeking Special Immigrant Juvenile classifica-
tion, which has traditionally been a pathway to a 
green card for children who have been subjected to 
abuse, neglect or abandonment. Another tremendous 
barrier to immigration is the overworked court sys-
tem, which has backlogs of several years.   
 

“The immigration system is a petri dish reflecting the 
bigger picture of the Trump administration’s overall 
policies,” commented Deverall.  
 

Mary Ann Littell 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONS OF THE MONTH 

  
JANUARY 

The Literacy Center equips adults with the reading, 
writing, math and speaking skills they need to be 
successful in the family, the workplace and the com-
munity. Ann Durrin and Sansing McPherson spoke 
to our group about how volunteers can make a tre-
mendous difference.  
 

Here are Ann Durrin’s three takeaways about volun-
teer teaching: 
 

1. If you have empathy, you CAN teach. 

2. If you want to counteract Trumpism, you 
SHOULD teach. 

3. If you want to make a direct impact on a very per-
sonal level, you WILL teach. 

 

  
FEBRUARY 

Lowcountry Coalition Against Hate is a nonpartisan 
alliance of organizations and individuals working to 
combat hate speech and activity and promoting ac-
ceptance, compassion, and justice through educa-
tion and advocacy.  SC is one of four states without 
a hate crime bill. The newest proposed SC House of 
Representatives Hate Crime Bill was introduced in 
January 2020 and is numbered H.4680. Local legis-
lators have signed on to support it, and support from 
constituents is welcomed to help pass this bill.  
 

Mary Ann Littell 
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Book Group 
 
The book group meets at 7 PM on the last Wednes-
day of every month from September through May. We 
meet at the fire station outside of the main gate to Hil-
ton Head Plantation on Whooping Crane Way. 
 
Due to the public health situation regarding the 
coronavirus, we are canceling the meeting that 
was scheduled for March 25. We will move each 
book discussion forward one month. So we will 
be discussing the March book at our April 
meeting. Our new schedule will be as follows: 
 
April 29 -- “Rising: Dispatches from the New Ameri-
can Shore,” by Elizabeth Rush. Facilitator: Nancy 
Nienstedt 
 
May 27 -- “A Woman of No Importance: The Untold 
Story of the American Spy Who Helped Win World 
War II,” by Sonia Purnell. 
Facilitator: Emily Oetjen 
 
TBD -- “Daughters of the Samurai: A Journey from 
East to West and Back,” by Janice P. Nimura. Facili-
tator: Anita Loeser 
 
We will reassess our meeting schedule as more infor-
mation becomes available.  
 
If you’d like to attend a meeting, please go online and 
register, as space is limited and we want to make 
sure that we can accommodate all who’d like to at-
tend.  
 
If you have questions, contact  
Nancy Nienstedt nnienstedt@gmail.com or  
Susie Knight sbknight66@gmail.com.  

Nancy Nienstedt 
 

Media Group  
 

March activities have been cancelled. 
 

Anita Loeser & Clare Seliger  
 
 

Tennis Group 
 

No events scheduled at this time. 
 

Megan Sisson 

 

 
Liberal Ladies’ Small Groups 

 
If ever there was a time for small group activity, it 
seems now. If you feel comfortable gathering or host-
ing, please sign up on the website page. Depending 
upon response, Susan Sigalow will coordinate. If it’s  
determined unwise for small groups to meet in the 
near future, groups will be ready when the way is clear 
to do so.  

 

Keeping Up with Liberal Ladies.... 
 
Please know that during this time, our website will be 
kept updated with events and/or cancellations as best 
we can. Emails to contact every SC member are on 
the back page of this newsletter. Additionally, on the 
website, there is a Contact Us tab. If in doubt about an 
activity, do email a committee member and we will an-
swer. Steering Committee members check their 
emails frequently especially during these unsettling 
days. 

 
 

Looking for a good book? 
 
Now that we have a little more time to read, don’t for-
get to check the Liberal Ladies’ Book Group Year in 
Review. They have three years of book reviews on our 
website. Just login, go to Activities, and look for Book 
Group Year in Review. 
 

 

 

 

 

S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  

G r o u p s  

mailto:nnienstedt@gmail.com
mailto:sbknight66@gmail.com
http://www.liberalladieslowcountry.org
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M e m b e r  t o  M e m b e r  

 
Moms Demand Action Group  

Seek Interested Hosts 
 

Our local Lowcountry Moms Demand Action group has 
nearly 250 concerned and active contacts on our email 
list. Our group is in search of interested locals to partici-
pate in many ways – large and small – that will continue 
the important work related to gun sense safety in our 
communities. If you would be interested in hosting a 
gathering of friends and neighbors at your home, 
please let us know! We will be happy to assist in mean-
ingful discussion about ways to promote sensible gun 
legislation. Please watch for the date and information 
on our next Advocacy Day at the SC Statehouse in Co-
lumbia. We hope to again have many attending from 
the Lowcountry! 

Submitted by Maggie Hammer 

 

 
 

Hello, Mothers and Others ~ 
Walk for Dom will be held on Saturday, May 16. This 
walk and vigil honoring Dominique Williams is orga-
nized by his mother, Rudy Milton. It raises money for a 
scholarship fund in his name. Learn more or donate at 
the website (http://www.walkfordom.org). Corporate and 
organization sponsors are welcome. 

We #keepgoing  

Thank you for all you do!  

Lowcountry Moms Team 
 

Submitted by Diana Heitman 

 

 

 
 

 

 
A Sunnier Sun City 

 

With over 8,000 homes in Sun City Hilton Head, only 20 
have installed solar panel arrays.  A small group of resi-
dent worked to get the overly restrictive HOA guidelines 
updated, opening the way for thousands more of our 
neighbors to have the opportunity to install solar.  We 
believe many South Carolina residents are prevented 
from installing solar due to their own HOA rules.  We 
are working with SC legislators to introduce legislation 
limiting HOA authority to unduly restrict solar.  Such 
laws are in effect in 31 states throughout the coun-
try.  The attachment recaps our story. 

Link to Story: A Sunnier Sun CityA S 

Sun CitySubmitted by Rosemary Smith 

 
 

April 1 is Census Day 
 

Every ten years, the U.S. Census Bureau under-
takes a mammoth task: counting all the people 
residing in the United States. This count affects 
the allocation of funding for our community’s public 
resources (e.g., roads, hospitals, schools), how we 
plan for the future, and our voice in government. In 
early 2020, you will be asked to count everyone who 
lives in your home as of April 1. By now, you should 
have received a notice to complete the census online 
by phone or by mail. In May, the U.S. Census Bureau 
will begin following up in person with households that 
have yet to respond. Responding to the 2020 Census is 
a chance to shape your future. For more information, 

visit 2020census.gov. 

 

 

Meet Joe Cunningham 

When:  April 18 at 10 AM  

Where:  Bluffton High  School  

 

Click here for more details. 

http://www.walkfordom.org/
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/A-Sunnier-Sun-City.pdf
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/A-Sunnier-Sun-City.pdf
https://liberalladieslowcountry.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/A-Sunnier-Sun-City.pdf
http://2020census.gov/
https://lowcountryindivisible.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a4e54cf072e268188b1761e5&id=0c32dbb4a7&e=3155d95dd9
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Chairperson:  Lynn Cordy  
 liberalladieschair@gmail.com  
 
Communications/Website:  Minerva Castro-

Hernandez & Barbara Ulrich 
 liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com  
 
Membership: Diane Polevoy  
 liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com 
 
Reservations: Penny Cron   
 liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Suzi Huisman  
 liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com 

 

 

Programs:  Myla Lerner & Randie Wolfe  
 liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com 
  
Special Events: Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti  
    liberalladiesevents@gmail.com  

 
Newsletter: Mary Ann Littell & Donna Morris 

    liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Member-at-Large/Special Interest Groups:  

 Susan Sigalow 

 liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com 

2019 Steering Committee  
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mailto:liberalladiesevents@gmail.com
mailto:liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

