CONNECTIONS
October 2019

2019 CALENDAR
October 15
October 17

May River Cruise
May River Cruise

October 21

Media Group

October 22

Tennis Group

October 30

Book Group

November 8

Monthly Meeting/
BRUNCH
Dr. James Austin/
Prison Reform

November 18

Media Group

November 20

Book Group

December 6
(First Friday)

Monthly Luncheon

December 16

Media Group

2020
January 10

Monthly Luncheon

January 29

Book Group

February 14

Monthly Luncheon

March 13

Monthly Luncheon

Check our WEBSITE for updates, programs,
and special interest group information.

Notes From the Chair
Taking the place of a friend at lunch? Good news….
Occasionally, at luncheon check-ins, an unregistered member will
say she is taking the place of a friend who is unable to attend. It is
common for tickets for theaters or events to be passed on to friends
when the purchaser cannot utilize them. But that is the difference....
the ticket is actually passed on. One would not expect to be granted admission without a ticket.
The Steering Committee has discussed this situation and agreed to
a new policy to accommodate its members. If you are taking
someone’s place, please notify us no later than the day before by 6
p.m. The member relinquishing her reservation may email the reservation chair at liberalladiesreservations@gmail.com about this
action. Tell us to whom you are giving the reservation. The email
receipt from PayPal may be emailed to the recipient and cc’d to
reservations address. Another option is to print out the receipt and
give to the member to present when checking in.
LLL has an obligation to the paid member to honor her reservation.
Yet, we recognize situations happen and want to accommodate the
member unable to attend and the unregistered member. However,
no refund is given. It is up to the two members involved to work out
a reimbursement.
In summary: Passing your reservation to a friend?
1.Notify liberalladiesreservations@gmail by 6pm the evening before the luncheon of the transaction. Identify the giver and the
recipient.
2.The unregistered member must present a print out or emailed
copy of the reservation at the time of check-in.
The Steering Committee believes this new protocol is a benefit for
some of its members. We seek your cooperation as it provides for
a smoother check-in. And as always, if it isn’t a satisfactory resolution, it will be revisited. Comments? Contact liberalladieschair@
gmail.com.
These issues could be reduced if members registered within the
two week time frame provided. Most people on the wait list tend to
register after the deadline.
2020 calendar
LLL has signed an agreement with Country Club of Hilton Head for
all of 2020. Meetings will be held the second Friday of the month
except in December when we meet the first week to accommodate
holiday schedules. No meetings in July and August. The dates are
January 10, February 14, March 13, April 10, May 8, June 12, September 11, October 9, November 13, and December 4.

The Talmud

(Cont. on Page 2)
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Interested in Small Discussion Groups?
Steering Committee (SC) member Susan Sigalow will be the resource person for the small group initiatives.
These member-driven groups meet to discuss current issues. Some groups identify a topic and others prefer to
be spontaneous and discuss the day’s latest headline. The group determines its frequency and capacity.
Some meet in homes, others in a public space. LLL will subsidize the refreshments for the first meeting of the
group. If interested in starting or joining one, space available, of course, contact Susan at liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com.
Carpooling
Each month the opportunity to sign up to carpool to the monthly luncheon is available when a member registers. The number who take advantage of this has dwindled considerably since it was introduced last winter. It
is suspected that members met others with whom to carpool and now make arrangements independently. We
applaud that. The option will remain for newcomers.
The Bluffton park and ride site has been changed to Tanger ll, closest to the bridge, instead of Target due to
the remodeling at Target.
Thank you to Lisa Pianta, Rosemary Smith and Linda McFadden, Sharon Sypult and Ann Durrin for facilitating
at the sites.
If you have a question or comment about carpooling, contact liberalladieschair@gmail.com.
Did you miss the October Joint Meeting?
If you did, you were not the only one! Our speaker, Congressman Joe Cunningham, had to bow out due to the
hospitalization of his young son the night before. He was ably represented by Jamie Fletcher, field representative from the Beaufort office. She distinguished the constituent services staff from the campaign team. She is
only able to share statements and positions the Congressman has publicly made. Instead her responsibilities
include services to constituents regarding federal services: IRS, Social Security, Military/Veteran Affairs, Medicare Passports, Federal Student Aid and Small Business Administration.
Ms. Fletcher announced the following local satellite office hours to be hosted by the office staff: Tuesday, October 15, DuBois Park, Bluffton, 2-4 pm; Hilton Head Farmers Market, Honey Horn, Tuesday October 15, 11am-1
pm. On Tuesday November 19 the same locations and same time frames: Hilton Head, 11-1pm and Bluffton 24pm.
The Congressman has since contacted the chairs of the Liberal Men and Liberal Women personally to apologize and assure us he will reschedule once the 2020 Congressional schedule is known. His son Boone is fine
and has returned to daycare.
Lost and Found
A pair of reading glasses were found at a table at the Omni after the joint meeting. Contact liberalladieschair@gmail.com if they might be yours.
What’s happening with The Glorias?
Lynn Hendee, who spoke to LLL in January, reports that the film, The Glorias, will probably be released early
next year.
Lynn Cordy

much more. At this time I would like to thank all who
have assisted me at the registration desk. I could not
do it without you.

MEMBERSHIP
I am thrilled to report that at the time of this writing our
active and paid membership is at 518. Sixty liberal ladies have joined in the last 6 months, which is really
saying something as we are not very active in the summer months. Please continue to check your emails for
reminders to renew your membership when it comes
due.

R E G I S T R AT I O N
Finally I would like to remind you that once registration closes for an event there are NO refunds, as it
states clearly on the registration form. If we do have a
waitlist and you want to be added to it, please let me
know. We follow waitlist order and most importantly
DO NOT show up at the event unless you have been
told there is a seat for you.
Diane Polevoy

I am pleased to welcome Penny Cron to the Steering
Committee. Penny will be handling the other side of
registration: preparing check-in lists, name tags and
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PROGRAMS

WEBSITE/
C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

Please join us for brunch on Friday, November
8th. Check-in will begin at 9:45 and the buffet brunch
will be ready at 10:15.

New Registration System Goes Live!
Our new event registration system was activated on
Saturday, September 28. Members registering for the
May River Cruise will be the first group of members to
use it.

Our speaker will be Dr. James Austin, one the nation’s leading experts in the area of prison reform. He is President of the JFA Institute, a position
he has held since 2003. Prior to that, he was the Director of the Institute of Crime, Justice and Corrections at the George Washington University, and Executive Vice President for the National Council on
Crime and Delinquency. He began his career in corrections with the Illinois Department of Corrections at
Stateville and Joliet Penitentiaries. He received his
Ph.D. in sociology from the University of California at
Davis.

The new system allows us to streamline our internal
registration process. Be assured, the check-in process
at our monthly luncheons will remain the same.
Upon successful registration and payment, the new system will generate 2 emails. One confirming your registration (Ticket) and the other confirming your payment
(Order). If you don’t receive both emails, please contact
us immediately.

He has worked with a number of state and local adult
and juvenile justice systems to develop population
projections, risk assessment systems, custody classification systems. program evaluations, and pretrial
risk assessment instruments.

In an effort to make this a smooth transition for all, we
have distributed and emailed an instruction sheet. Click
on the following link if you need another copy. https://
liberalladieslowcountry.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/
New-Event-Registration-System-.pdf

Dr. Austin has authored numerous publications and
books, including It’s About Time: America’s Imprisonment Binge. He has received numerous awards, including the American Correctional Association’s Peter P. Lejins Research Award, the Western Society of
Criminology Paul Tappin Award for outstanding contributions in the field of criminology, and the American Society of Criminology’s Marguerite Q. Warren
and Ted B. Palmer Differential Intervention Award.

Unexpected issues may surface, so please contact me
immediately if you have any questions or experience
any problems. Best way to reach me is to email me at
liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com.
I will respond as promptly as possible. Your patience is always
appreciated.

Minerva Castro-Hernandez

His presentation will focus on his current work with
the SC Corrections System as it implements its court
ordered efforts to reform its prisons.
Amy Bach who was scheduled to present asked to
be re-scheduled. LLL hopes to be able to do so.
December 6th Luncheon Meeting
Come join your friends for a Holiday Party. Good
times, good food and perhaps a game of liberal trivia. No formal presentation.
Myla Lerner, Randie Wolfe

DID YOU KNOW?
The Liberal Summit is a group in which most liberal organizations in the county are represented. It maintains an
on-line calendar of all liberal events. Check it often to be
informed of political happenings leading up to the 2020
election.
https://www.lowcountryliberals.com/oct-2019-calendar.html
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Fall is finally here! We are excited about our upcoming Spartina marine education charters on the May River on October 15 and 17 where members and
their guests will receive a 2-hour in-depth expedition of the Lowcountry waterways and our ecosystem.
In addition, we will be encouraging our small groups to meet now that members are back from vacations, family visits, etc. Our groups this year will be facilitated by Steering Committee member Susan
Sigalow.
In late January we plan to schedule a “Meet and Greet” for newer members of six months or less. It
is a great way to meet new friends. More details will be available in the coming months.

Linda Moniuszko, Judy Pizzuti

Passage of the 27th amendment is critical. Twenty
four words comprise the Equal Rights Amendment:
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex.”

SEPTEMBER 2019 LUNCHEON
PROGRAM RECAP
On September 13th, Barbara Fry, from the League of
Women Voters in Charleston as well as active
member of the national ERA Coalition, gave an
interesting “herstory” of women’s rights, or more
appropriately, the lack of women’s rights, past and
present. Beginning with Adam and Eve (when Eve
was the one who was blamed) through the present
day, the role of a woman has been defined as weaker,
inferior, and less capable than that of a man. To this
day, the lack of rights that results from this inferior role
affects our education, careers, health and well-being,
personal safety and retirement.

It is simple: it is long past the time when women
should be treated equally. It is imperative that we
spread the word with family, friends, organizations,
churches, letters, politicians, and everywhere in order
to help make this finally happen. ERA buttons are
available for $3 each from LWV ERA Coordinator,
Barb Hammes (barb.hammes@gmail.com). To learn
more about the efforts and to assist in guaranteeing
equal protection for all, check out the following resources:
• The League of Women Voters, HH/Bluffton,
homepage, “Counter Misinformation of the ERA”
• *Barbara Fry, EqualMeansERA, Facebook page;
Twitter@equalmeansera
• equalmeansequal.org - to follow the progress on
the ERA throughout the United States.

When our country was founded, Abigail Adams implored her husband to “remember the ladies.” However, the Founding “Fathers” did not. Today, women in
the United States do not have equal rights under the
law, even though 94% of adults believe we
should. Eighty percent of Americans think the Constitution already guarantees these rights, but it does not.
For nearly 100 years we have been fighting for equality, and in 1972 we came close. Congress overwhelmingly passed the ERA (Equal Rights Amendment) with
over 90% approval in both Houses of Congress and
sent it to the states for ratification. But, ten years later
when the deadline expired, only 35 states had ratified
the amendment, leaving it three states short of passing. On March 22, 2017, 45 years later, the Nevada
state legislature became the 36th state to ratify the
ERA, breathing new life into the movement. And in
May of 2018, Illinois became the 37th. We are now
within one state of the ERA becoming the law of the
land. There is a coalition dedicated to making that
happen. South Carolina is one of 13 states that has
NOT ratified the ERA.

Linda Sheets, Barbara Hammas

Organization of the Month
Opportunities are available in 2020 for a member to
showcase a community organization they believe
will be of interest to the members.
Contact liberalladsieschair@gmail.com if you would
like to participate.
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S p e c i a l I n t e re s t G ro u p s
Book Group

Join us for pickleball and Happy Hour afterward, at
Chow Daddy’s (15 Towne Dr, Bluffton, SC 29910).
RSVP to Donna Raines, donnaraines1@gmail.com

The Book Group kicked off its fall season with a
lively discussion of the book, The Moment of Lift:
How Empowering Women Changes the World, by
Melinda Gates.

Questions: contact Helene Kugit (843-705-0876) or
Donna Raines (585-281-6016)

Coming up we will be reading:
October 30th - The Jew Store, by Stella Suberman
November 20th - American Nations: A History of
the Eleven Regional Cultures of North America, by
Colin Woodward.

Helene Kugit, Donna Raines

We meet at 7:00pm at the Fire Station on Whooping Crane Way. This location provides ample parking and no gate pass is needed.

Tennis Group
October 22nd at Spring Lake. 3-5pm

If you would like to attend a meeting, please register in advance as space is limited. You can register
either on the website or by emailing
Nancy Nienstedt (nnienstedt@gmail.com) or
Susie Knight (sbknight66@gmail.com)

Pot luck party following tennis at Carol Tucker’s
house in Spanish Wells.
Contact Megan Sisson @ 608-332-5448,
meganmsisson@gmail.com
or
Harriette Greenberg @ 843-301-3981,
hdhhi@roadrunner.com

Click HERE to read discussion summaries of all
books read by the Book Group.
Nancy Nienstedt

Megan Sisson

Media Group
The next meeting will be October 21st from 5-8pm
at Hickory Tavern. RSVP online or to Anita Loeser at dalelady11@gmail.com.
Anita Loeser, Clare Seliger

Pickleball Group
Let’s Play Pickleball!! @ Rose Hill
32 Rose Hill Way, Bluffton, SC 29910
Oct 21, Monday @ 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
PICKLEBALL GROUP for LIBERAL LADIES of the
LOWCOUNTRY
Liberal Ladies pickleball matches continued
through the scorching summer heat, and we welcome the cooler weather along with any new players. It's never too late to join in! This group is for
those members who are familiar with the rules and
scoring.
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Member to Member
The Elizabeth Warren campaign is gearing up
here in the Lowcountry, and we wanted to let you
know about our upcoming events!
Every Tuesday, we will be hosting a phone bank
at the Dunkin' Donuts on Hilton Head Island from
3:00-5:00. Please bring a computer and cell phone
with you to get started!
Every Wednesday, we will be hosting another
phone bank at our office in Beaufort from 5:007:00! Come see where we get to work every day,
while making calls to local voters about how we
can make Big Structural Change happen in South
Carolina!
It's knocktober here in South Carolina, and that
means we will be knocking on doors every weekend all over the state! Here in the Lowcountry, we
will be having multiple shifts in multiple locations
each weekend this month. Check out our website
to see where and when you would like to canvass
with us!
The debate is coming up, which means we will be
hosting a few debate watch parties in the area! We
will be hosting one on Hilton Head and one in
Beaufort, so please stop by and watch the debate
with us!
These are only some of the events we will be having this month.
Check out our website at
events.elizabethwarren.com to find out about what
other events we will be having in the area!

Presidential Campaign
Volunteer Opportunities
The following information is provided to those who
would like to volunteer to assist the Kamala Harris
campaign. Please reach out to Elizabeth Burke at
203 -517-7260.

Presidential Campaign
Contact Information

Thursdays on Hilton Head: 12-3pm, phone
bank and canvass
Thursdays in Beaufort: 5-8pm, phone
bank and canvass
Saturdays in Beaufort: 10:30am-1:30pm and 1:304:30pm, phone bank and canvass
Our newest opportunity is virtual volunteering on
Sundays! 12-3pm and 3-6pm: Phone bank and canvass that anyone can participate in by making calls
from their home or knocking on doors in their neighborhood.

Joe Biden:
Jazmin Sellar
sellarsjazmin@gmail.com

954-300-8505

Kamala Harris:
Elizabeth Burke
elizabethburke@kamalaharris.org

203-517-7260

Bernie Sanders:
William Smith williamsmith@berniesanders.com

803-546-6331

Elizabeth Warren:
Maya Sausi
fmsausi.ewsc@gmail.com

843-471-0793

Andrew Yang:
Mary Haggerty
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Marymail1M@gmail.com

2019 Steering Committee
Chairperson: Lynn Cordy
liberalladieschair@gmail.com

Programs: Myla Lerner & Randie Wolfe
liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com

Communications/Website: Minerva CastroHernandez
liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com

Special Events: Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti
liberalladiesevents@gmail.com
Newsletter: Donna Morris & Linda Sheets
liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com

Membership: Penny Cron, Diane Polevoy
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com

Member-at-Large: Susan Sigalow
liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

Treasurer: Suzi Huisman
liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com
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