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Notes From the Chair

2019 CALENDAR
AUGUST

NO MEETING

August 19

Media Group

September 13

Monthly Luncheon
Barbara Fry/ERA

September 16

Media Group

September 25
October 4

October 15
October 17

Book Group
Monthly Luncheon
w/Liberal Men
Joe Cunningham
Special Event
Special Event

October 21

Media Group

October 30

Book Group

November 8

Monthly Meeting/
BRUNCH
Amy Bach/Criminal
Justice

November 18

Media Group

November 20

Book Group

December 6

Monthly Luncheon

(Calendar update since initial publication)

Check our WEBSITE for updates, programs,
and special interest group information.

Dear Liberal Ladies,
I hope you each have had a fine summer. I certainly appreciate the
more leisurely pace but miss the energy of our monthly meetings and
look forward to being with you at our September 13th meeting, which
will be held at the Country Club of Hilton Head.
I am also so proud of the upcoming speakers. Thank you, Myla and
Randie, co-chairs for programs, for this solid line-up of speakers for
the fall.
• September:

Barbara Fry, ERA point person for the Charleston
League of Women Voters.
• October: Joint Meeting with Liberal Men when we will welcome Congressman Joe Cunningham.
• November: Amy Bach, an advocate on criminal justice in America. .
Be alert: Watch your emails for registration details as you won’t want
to miss these speakers and their important information. The October
meeting is the first Friday and no guests are included for the Joint
meeting. November meeting will be a brunch with an earlier
timeframe. Details forthcoming.
Campaign news: Please check the Liberalladieslowcountry.org website to stay up to date with announcements from the candidates, presidential and local. They are often received with little advance notice.
Most are seeking volunteers and contact info for the campaign reps is
available for those who want to become involved. Thank you, Minerva,
our Communication and Website Coordinator, for traveling with a computer this summer to post these many announcements.
Small discussion groups: the Steering Committee will continue to
promote and support these member-driven discussion groups. Most
will be resuming as the fall season approaches.
Steering Committee News: On behalf of the membership, a sincere
thank you to Gail Bottoms who served as treasurer until June 2019.
Suzi Huisman has assumed the treasurer’s position.
Liberal summit calendar: Liberal Ladies is one of several liberal/
progressive organizations who meet to “network.” A calendar which
can serve as a single source for most activities and events of interest
to like-minded people may be found at: lowcountryliberals.com
I hope you will be able to join us at the luncheons and one or more of
the special events planned for the year.
Sincerely,
Lynn Cordy

The Talmud
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WEBSITE/
C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

MEMBERSHIP
I hope all of you Liberal Ladies are enjoying your
summer and staying cool. Even during our summer
hiatus, our numbers continue to grow. Since our last
event in June, we have 12 new members. Please
continue to look at your email for reminders of your
upcoming renewal. See you in September at our next
event.

Like many of you, I have taken the time during our
little break to travel and visit family. I am now energized and excited to resume our luncheon program in
September. Luncheon registration is open two weeks
before the event and announced via email. Once the
luncheon event is closed, you will need to contact our
membership chair to be placed on a waiting list.

Diane Polevoy

As the 2020 SC Primary approaches, the Lowcountry
continues to be the focus of many presidential and
local candidates. Be sure to login to our website
Member to Member event page for the latest news
and events.
Minerva Castro-Hernandez

PROGRAMS
September 13 luncheon: ERA
We are thrilled to welcome Barbara Fry, ERA Coordinator for the Charleston League of Women Voters.
Barbara spent 35 years in northern cities, Minneapolis and Freeport Maine, but moved to Charleston in
2008. After the 2016 election, she joined the League
of Women Voters — an organization her mother advocated. She hopes to finish what her mom worked
so hard on — getting the Equal Rights Amendment
passed. South Carolina, one of only 13 states which
have not yet ratified the ERA, could be the 38th state
to do so and would be the last state needed. Barbara
is dedicated to making that a reality.

TREASURER
Below are some frequently asked questions about
when and how to renew membership.
Q. When do I need to pay my dues? How soon before the end of my term can I renew?
A. You may renew any time before your current renewal date. Renewals run on a 365-day basis. For
example: if your current renewal date is 9/15/19
and if you renew prior to that date, your new renewal date is calculated from your current renewal
date, so your membership would be extended to
9/15/20.

October 4 luncheon: Combined meeting
Reserve October 4th on your calendar for the joint
luncheon meeting of the Liberal Ladies of the Lowcountry and Liberal Men of the Lowcountry. This
meeting will take place at noon at the Shore House
within the Omni Hotel in Palmetto Dunes. Our guest
speaker will be Joe Cunningham, a member of the
US House of Representatives from the 1st congressional district. Make plans now to attend. Due to seating limitations, only members of both organizations
will be permitted to attend. Registration will take
place online.

Q. How do I renew my dues?
A. Click on the Membership Renewal tab, complete
the form and submit your payment by credit card
or Paypal. Dues should be paid prior to meetings
or events. Please note that dues will not be collected at the luncheons.
Q. Will there be an automatic reminder of renewal
time?
A. You should receive an email 10 days before your
due date, asking if you wish to renew. If you take
no action, you will receive another email 3 days
before, and then, 1 day before your due date. If
you do not renew, your membership level will revert to “non-member”. This means you can still log
in to the system, but you will not be able to view
the member pages or register for an event until
you renew.

November 8 brunch: Criminal Justice
Our November BRUNCH speaker will be Amy Bach.
Amy is the Founder, Executive Director and President of "Measures for Justice". Amy and the organization she founded are committed to reforming the
Criminal Justice System in our country. Amy is the
recipient of the 2018 "Charles Bronfman Prize", and
her book, Ordinary Injustice: How America Holds
Court, was the winner of the 2010 Robert F. Kennedy
Book Award. Mark your calendars for what promises
to be a timely and interesting presentation. Amy will
be visiting us from Rochester, NY

Q. What happens if I want to renew after my renewal
date has expired?
A. In order to start up again, you can still log in (with
restricted access as stated above). Then, click
on the Membership Renewal Tab and select Renew Your Membership. Your new membership
year will begin on the date your payment is received.

Myla Lerner, Randie Wolfe

Suzi Huisman
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Mark your calendars now to reserve a seat on Captain Amber's May River cruise.
Two opportunities will be offered:
•

Tuesday morning, October 15th, from 10 AM to 12 PM

•

Thursday afternoon, October 17th, from 1 PM to 3 PM

The maximum capacity for each cruise is 20 people. If responses generate a waitlist, additional cruises will be
scheduled. Registration information will be shared with members soon. This will be a fun and relaxing way to
learn more about the ecology of the Lowcountry area and our beautiful and abundant natural resources.
Plans are in the works to host a second annual newcomers meet and greet opportunity. Look for more information on our website as we create opportunities to meet and welcome new members. More information will
follow by email in October.
Linda Moniuszko, Judy Pizzuti

not flushing fats, oils and greases down our
drains. To learn more about The May River Watershed Action Plan, go to
https://www.townofbluffton.sc.gov/engineeringdepartment/pdfs/may-river-watershed-actionplan.pdf.

JUNE 2019 LUNCHEON PROGRAM RECAP
Kim Jones, the Watershed Management Division
Manager for the town of Bluffton, spoke to our
group in June about the ecological and economic
importance of the May River to our area and about
the May River Watershed Action Plan. The May
River is not really a “river”, but a tidewater estuary,
like the “fingers of the ocean poking back and forth.”
The condition of this watershed area is critical to our
economy and to the public health and safety of
those who reside within this area.

Linda Sheets

Organization of the Month

Travel and tourism are critical to our economy,
along with the shellfish industry. Neither can survive if our waters become polluted. Tourism is driven by clean water, and the oyster and shrimp industries would be devastated if the waters became contaminated to the point where the shellfish were not
safe to eat.

June 2019
The Organization of the Month for June was Caring
Neighbors, Inc., an all-volunteer organization that
originated in Rose Hill fifteen years ago and has expanded to cover all of Bluffton. Carefully screened
volunteers provide services such as transportation to
appointments, assistance with minor chores, meals
when recuperating from illnesses, temporary pet
care, social outings, or other helpful services to our
neighbors who might need a little assistance now and
then because they do not have the resources or ability to handle these tasks. CNI was established on
the premise that when neighbors help neighbors,
everyone benefits. To donate or volunteer or learn
more, call 843-368-2096 or visit the website at
www.caring-neighbors.org.

There are numerous ecological, environmental, social, and political challenges in protecting this watershed. Pollution comes from multiple sources. Bluffton has grown from 1 square mile and 500 homes
(with a population of 1,275) in 2000, to 54 square
miles and approximately 5,400 homes (with a population of 12,530) in 2010. By 2015, the population
reached 20,000. There is a potential for 70,000
homes in the future (which have been platted, but
not yet built). Areas that utilize septic systems risk
contaminating the watershed, so the goal is to eliminate the septic system entirely. Fecal coliform from
septic systems, wild animals and pets can cause
contamination. The increased amount of impervious surfaces impacts the watershed. Fats, oils and
greases that are washed down drains do not break
down and also impact the watershed area.
We are fortunate to have talented professionals
such as Ms. Jones and others working to protect our
valuable resources. In small ways, we can do our
part by maintaining septic systems where they exist;
picking up and properly disposing of pet waste; and
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S p e c i a l I n t e re s t G ro u p s
Book Group

Media Group

After our short break over the summer, the LLL
Book Group will be resuming our meetings in September. We look forward to another season of great
reads and excellent discussions with our group of
liberal-minded women. Please feel free to join us.
Our next meeting will be on September 25th. We
will be discussing The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women Changes the World, by Melinda
Gates. We will be meeting at 7:00pm at the fire station on Whooping Crane Way, outside the gates of
Hilton Head Plantation. You can find future reads
and dates for our next four months meetings on the
LLL calendar.

We are going to meet on Monday Aug.19th at 5:15
PM at the Hickory Tavern. The topic of discussion
will be "best summer movies." We are looking forward to seeing everyone.
For details of future meetings or to register for the
August meeting, check the calendar on the Liberal
Ladies’ website. Questions may be directed to
clareseliger@gmail.com
Clare Seliger

Pickleball Group

Liberal Ladies has an active and friendly Pickleball
group - we welcome those that have played, know
the rules and how to keep score, to join us. We typically play the first Monday of the month from 35pm: after which those that can stay, join us for
Happy Hour.

If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Nancy Nienstedt
(nnienstedt@gmail.com).

If you would like to learn more please contact Helene Kugit (helenekugit@gmail.com).

Nancy Nienstedt

Helene Kugit

The following contact information is provided to those who would like to
volunteer with various Presidential campaigns. Additional information will
be posted on LLL website as it is received.
Kamala Harris Campaign
Contact Person: Elizabeth Burke 203 -517-7260.
Phone banking shifts: https://www.mobilize.us/kamalaforsc/event/107357/
Canvassing shifts: https://www.mobilize.us/kamalaforsc/event/107358/ **
Elizabeth Warren Campaign
The office address is 129 Burton Hill Road, Suite J Beaufort, SC 29906.
Phone Banks:
Hilton Head: https://www.mobilize.us/southcarolinaforwarren/event/106521/
Beaufort Office: https://www.mobilize.us/southcarolinaforwarren/event/106515/
Canvassing: https://events.elizabethwarren.com/event/107501/
Andrew Yang Campaign
Andrew Yang will be with us next Thursday, August 15th. He will be mostly all day in Beaufort County
starting at 12 noon. Below you will see the agenda of the day and all the events.
Events
12:00m – 1:45pm
Hilton Head Island, Meet and Greet with Dems, South of the Broad
Palmetto Electric Matthews Drive
2:00pm- 3:30pm
Bluffton Don Ryan Center of Innovation- Meeting with Elected
Officials and Entrepreneurs
3:45pm- 5:00pm
Okatie Meet and Greet with Dems, Sun City Dems, Las Palmas Bar and Grill
6:00pm- 6:45 pm
Beaufort Hopeful Horizon Shelter
6:45pm- 7:30 pm
Beaufort County Black Chamber of Commerce
7:40pm -8:30pm
Meet and Greet with Dems, Northern of the Broad Club, Grand Army Hall

4

Member to Member
"Equal Means Equal"
Documentary Event

The League of Women Voters of Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Area will kick off the 100th anniversary of the League of Women Voters of the United States on Women's Equality Day, Monday,
Aug. 26 with a viewing of the award-winning documentary film "Equal Means Equal."
Tickets available for online purchase beginning
July 26.
"Equal Means Equal" offers an unflinching look at
how women are treated in the United States today. Examining both real-life stories and precedent-setting legal cases, director Kamala Lopez
presents a compelling and persuasive argument
for the urgency of ratifying the Equal Rights
Amendment. South Carolina, one of only 13
states which has not yet ratified the Equal Rights
Amendment, could be the 38th state to do so and
the last state needed.

Monday, August 26, 2019 - 5:00pm
USCB/Hilton Head Island
One Sand Shark Drive - Campus Event Center
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29928

Barb Hammas

Drinking Liberally
Hilton Head
DL is going strong with 20+ people
at our last gathering. Please note
that our meeting location and time
have changed. We meet the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of each month.
Location: Giuseppe's at Shelter
Cove (near TJ Maxx)
Time:
5 – 7PM
Tippy Amick

Lean Ensemble Theater
Lean Ensemble Theater proudly opens its fifth season on October 17th with Stephen Karan's 2016 Tony Award winner for Best Play, The Humans. While this play was written before our current President
was elected, Karan’s messages certainly ring true today. You will be thinking and talking about this
play long after you leave the theater. Subscriptions and flex passes are now on sale by calling the Box
Office at 843-715-6676 or by ordering online at www.leanensemble.org.le.org. No fees applied.
See you at the Main Street Theater!
Myla Lerner
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2019 Steering Committee
Chairperson: Lynn Cordy
liberalladieschair@gmail.com

Programs: Myla Lerner & Randie Wolfe
liberalladiesprograms@gmail.com

Communications/Website:
Minerva Castro-Hernandez
liberalladiescommunications@gmail.com

Special Events: Linda Moniuszko & Judy Pizzuti
liberalladiesevents@gmail.com
Newsletter: Donna Morris & Linda Sheets
liberalladiesnewsletter@gmail.com

Membership: Diane Polevoy
liberalladiesmembership@gmail.com

Member-at-Large: Susan Sigalow:
liberalladiesatlarge@gmail.com

Treasurer: Suzi Huisman
liberalladiestreasurer@gmail.com

Meet the Steering Committee
The membership survey of last year suggested you would like to get to know the Steering Committee.
We will be introducing them to you over the next few issues of CONNECTIONS.

dog Cabo, and is active in numerous clubs and organizations. She enjoys Mah Jongg and boating, belongs to several book clubs, and loves to travel.

Donna Morris - Newsletter Co-Editor
Donna is a native of North Carolina and attended the University of North Carolina - Greensboro, obtaining a Master’s of Education degree. Her teaching career included 15
years in the San Diego Unified School District and 14
years with Saudi Aramco schools, Saudi Arabia. Living and
working abroad offered her a wonderful opportunity to travel and to meet many interesting people, as well as making
life-long friends.

Susan Sigalow - Member-at-Large
Susan joined LL in 2015 and went on the steering committee in the spring of 2019. As an at-large member Susan
helps out wherever she is needed. Susan and her husband
bought their house in Port Royal plantation in 2011, remodeled it and used it as a vacation home until 2016 when
they retired. Susan lived in Ohio her entire life and now,
even though she is a South Carolina resident, she has
kept her house in Ohio although she goes there less and
less.

Donna moved to the Lowcountry in 1997, working for nine
years as secretary of Congregation Beth Yam. Since retiring, she still enjoys travel, which most recently includes
two trips to Africa. She is involved with several political
groups, as wall as the Lowcountry Coalition Against Hate.
Donna spends her free time with her dog Rosie, and
friends, as well as volunteering, reading, enjoying the Lowcountry, and working on projects like the newsletter.

Susan is a clinical psychologist. She had a private practice
in Akron, Ohio for almost 38 years. Her private therapy
practice included individual, group and marital therapy for
adults and children and she did a great deal of varied consultation as well. She ran a forensic unit for the county,
was on the citizens' review board for the county foster care
system, served on the suicide prevention task force, did
training and evaluation for police and fire departments,
screened for and treated alcoholism and drug abuse, conducted debriefings after shootings and natural disasters,
etc. Although retired from the practice of psychology, Susan has helped run some educational groups in the Hilton
Head area. She also is on the Low Country Coalition
Against Hate Task Force.

Linda Sheets – Newsletter Co-Editor
Linda joined the LLL in 2016 and volunteered to help as
Co-Editor of the Newsletter in 2018. She has lived in Ohio
most of her life, except for six years spent in Houston in
the early 2000’s. In 2013, Linda retired and moved to Hilton Head Island.
Linda’s career spans the fields of education, business, and
law, and she has played an active role throughout the
years with many non-profits and community organizations. She began her career as a third-grade teacher, but
then spent many years in the business world as an administrator, trainer, and HR specialist. Linda later returned to
school and obtained her law degree. She spent the last 17
years of her career working for several large law firms and
also serving as a Judicial Law Clerk for two Courts of Appeals in Ohio.

Susan has three children and six grandchildren who all live
in the NYC area. She participates in the Liberal Ladies'
book group, media group and small groups. She enjoys
lifelong learning classes, attends World Affairs Council and
has really gone out of her comfort zone and is taking art
classes. Susan especially enjoys the beauty of the low
country and tries to be outdoors as much as possible. Her
Shih Tzu is perhaps the only dog who hates to go on walks
so he doesn't accompany her.

Linda has two daughters, two step-children and nine
grandchildren. She lives in Hilton Head Plantation with her
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